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have attached to yourself an evil woman, a heretic and
schismatic; and not only you but all the clergy of your
obedience, by whom this woman was examined. . . ."
Into this political diatribe cut the girl's voice, low
but clearly audible to everyone: "By my faith, messire,
with all due respect, I dare tell you and swear on my
life that my king is the most noble Christian in the
world and had no share in those things you say of me.
If there is any fault in anything I have done, I charge
neither him nor anyone else, for it is mine alone."
Her lord had forsaken her; she was faithful to him
unto death.
Erard directed Massieu to make her keep quiet, and
proceeded with his address. When it was concluded he
asked whether she would in sign of submission confess
all that she was accused of before the assembled multitude.
She hesitated, offered at length to refer her acts and
words to the Pope. The appeal might have been valid
once, but now it was too late: Erard told her sharply
that the Pope was too far away and that the Ordinaries
were delegated by him as judges, each bishop in his own
diocese. Three times he summoned her and then paused.
She was silent. From his place on the larger platform
Cauchon began to read in a dead hush the sentence of
excommunication and death.
He did not finish it. Joan stirred and was seen to make
a gesture. The bishop paused, looking at her intently.
Then he made a sign to Erard, who produced a paper
from his sleeve and began to read it to her: "I, Joan,
commonly called the Maid, a miserable sinner. . . ."
It was the act of abjuration: the confession of her sins
and the humble expression of her desire to be received
into penitence.